University of Northern Iowa

UNI ScholarWorks
History of Education Book Gallery
7-11-1940

In memoriam; Orval Ray Latham, president, Iowa state teachers
college, 1928-1940, the college auditorium, July 11, 1940
Iowa State Teachers College

Let us know how access to this document benefits you
Copyright ©1940 Iowa State Teachers College
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/education_history
Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation
Iowa State Teachers College, "In memoriam; Orval Ray Latham, president, Iowa state teachers college,
1928-1940, the college auditorium, July 11, 1940" (1940). History of Education Book Gallery. 5.
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/education_history/5

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by UNI ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in
History of Education Book Gallery by an authorized administrator of UNI ScholarWorks. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@uni.edu.

IN MEMORIAM
ORVAL RAY LATHAM
PRESIDENT
IOWA STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE
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THE COLLEGE AUDITORIUM
JULY 11, 194 0

IN . MEMO RIAM

ORVAL RAY LATHAM

FOREWORD
EMORIAL services for the late Orval Ray Latham were held in
the college auditorium on Thursday, July 11th, at four o 'clock
in the afternoon with the Reverend G. E. Knoff presiding.
These services were largely attended. Members of the Iowa
State Board of Education and not a few former members were present;
also the members of the Finance Committee and a .former secretary
of the Board; representatives of the several institutions under the
Board of Education-Iowa State College by its President, Charles E.
Friley. Other institutions were represented by members of their faculties. Many distinguished guests were in attendance. The faculty,
the student body, and the citizenry of Cedar Falls were also well
represented.

It has been thought fitting that a verbatim report of these service~mitting only some portions of Scriptures read and the commitment ceremony-be published in this form , to the end that a permanent record be thus made possible; and for the further purpose
that the many friends of Dr. Latham, who have requested copies of
the tributes paid Dr. Latham, may have their requests granted through
the medium of this little brochure.

PROGRAM
Organ Prelude .... . ........... .. . .. . . . .. Mr. G. W. Samson, Jr.
Largo ... . , . .. . . . ·..... .. .. . . . . . . ... ; . . . .. . . . . ·. . . . Handel.
Traumerei . . . . . . .... . .. .. ... . . . ......... . .. . . . . Schumann
Largo-from "New World Symphony" . .... . ... . ... .. Dvorak
Sentences and Collects . .. . . . . .... . .. . . T he Reverend G. E . Knoff
Readings from the Scriptures
Tributes:
Professor S. A. Lynch
Mr. Eugene Bovee
Dr. Ernest Horn
Dr. W. R. Boyd
Prayers and Benediction .... ... ..... ... The Reverend G. E. Knoff
Organ Postlude . . ... ...... ... ........ . . .. M r. G . W. Samson, Jr.
Adagio-from "Fifth Sonata" ..... . .... . . ... .. . ... Guilmant-

SENTENCES AND COLLECTS
The Reverend G. E. Knoff
ESUS said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and
whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The
Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
The righteous live for ever, and the care of them is with the
Most High: with _His right hand He shall cover them, and with His
arm shall He shield them.
For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, Fount of all life, Thou art our refuge and
strength, Thou art our help in trouble. Enable us, we pray Thee, to
put our trust in Thee, that we may obtain comfort, and find grace to
help in this and every time of need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Almighty God, our Father, from whom we come and unto whom
our spirits return, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Thou art our refuge and strength, a very present help in
'trouble. Grant us Thy blessing in this hour, and enable us so to
put our trust in Thee that our spirits may grow calm and our hearts
be comforted. Lift our eyes beyond the shadows of earth, and help
us to see the light of eternity, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Our Father, who art in heaven:
Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever. Amen.

TRIBUTES
"A GREAT AND GOOD MAN"
By Professor S. A. Lynch, R epresenting the Faculty of the College

I

E have assembled here to show our respect for a great and good
man who devoted his life to the improvement of the profession
of teaching. That was his single and sole aim as far as his relationship to our social order was concerned. His constantly impelling
motive was a desire to improve society through providing better and
ever better teachers for boys and girls.
Dr. Latham 's professional career-first as superintendent of
schools in a small town with only a few teachers ; then as superintendent in a town twice as large; then in a small city; then in a city
twice as larg.e; then as assistant superintendent in a city of about
90,000 people, where his chief work was supervision of teachers in
the elementary schools; then as professor of education and director
of the training of teachers in a large university; and finally, at thirtyeight years of age, president of a great teachers college-such a career showed that Dr. Latham had, in his native endowment, his
training and his character, those qualities that are necessary for success in selecting teachers, judging their work, eliminating the unfit,
inspiring ·good teachers to do their best work-above all , keeping his
teachers happy in their difficult profession. This desire to have his
co-workers happy, that, to my mind, was what distinguished him from
other school executives I have known.
I believe that every member of this faculty of this college will
agree with me in stating that what impressed us most in President
Latham was his sincere cordiality, his genuine, whole-hearted, neverfailing friendliness. He always listened courteously while a
teacher presented a request. There was no assumption of an air of
superiority, no pompousness, no annoying interruptions, no monopolizing of the time. As far as I know, he never gave snap judgments
or hurried decisions. But, once a decision was made, it stood. He
was a splendid example of the old Latin motto, fortiter in re, suaviter
in modo.
This deep, warm interest in members of the faculty personally
was not limited to the confines of his office. He was always concerned about the welfare of teachers in their classrooms. He wanted
them to have the best possible equipment and condition for their work;

and then he expected them to try to improve their teaching fro m day to
day, from term to term, from year to year. No teacher could feel that
he was privileged to sit down and be at ease in Zion. By his own
example President Latham inspired every member of this faculty t 0
work hard, to study constantly, and to strive continuously for the
most effective ways of securing the desired results.
One thing that President Latham worked for, patiently but persistently, was advancement of the academic status of the faculty .
That a college teacher should be an up-to-date scholar in his field
needs no argument. In an institution of this sort a faculty member
should also be a first class teacher, · so as to be an exemplar to his
students. It is easy to calculate the percentage of M .A .'s and Ph .D .'s
in a faculty, but to evaluate a person's experience and capability as a
teacher is an extremely difficult task. As I said a few moments ago,
the whole range of Dr. Latham's career gave him an extraordinary
backg.round for just that kind of ability. I believe that in his mind
everything else that we think of in the field of education-finance,
buildings, equipment, legislation, scholarshi~all these were subordinate and auxiliary to the one supreme objective, superior teaching in the classrooms here in order that there may be tha t kind of teaching by our graduates in hundreds and thousands of other classrooms.
The realization of this objective depends upon wise selection of
teachers, friendly counsel, and constant encouragement. These things
President Latham did to a degree that will leave an ineffaceable mark
upon this college.
All of us, I am sure, feel that he was a real, true friend ; and · I
am also sure that, in the language of Georg.e Eliot, he has joined
" . . . . the choir invisible
Of those immortal dead who live again
In lives made better by their presence ; live
In pulses stirred to generosity;
In deeds of daring rectitude; in scorn
For miserable aims that end in self;
In thoughts sublime that pierce the night like stars
And with their mild persistence urge man's soul
To vaster issues."

There will be another president of this college, possibly more
than one in the life-span of many o f the present members of thi<i
faculty. But life is a mosaic of memories; and I feel certain that for
all of us who knew him the radhnce of Dr. Latham 's personality a nd
ideals will be one of the most beautiful and precious of the picture~
that we shall cherish in our hearts.

"WE FOUND HIM FRIENDLY, HELPFUL"
By Mr. Eugene Bovee, Representing the Student Body of the College
T is a difficult thing to express in words a tribute to such a
man as Dr. Latham, particularly when that tribute is to be
made in behalf of so large a group as the combined student
body and recent graduates of Iowa State Teachers College.
Each of us feels a tribute that words cannot express, and that
tribute is intensified by daily contact with the progressive improvements which Or. Latham 's efforts made possible.
Iowa State Teachers College - the best institution of teacher
training in the world. That was the goal towards which Dr. Latham
directed all that he did. What he has done shows how well his efforts succeeded in g.uiding the stud_e nt body and the college towards
that goal. Visible monuments to his beneficent labors are the many
buildings erected on the campus during his presence here. The Commons, Bake~ Hall, Seerley Hall, Lawther Hall, the remodeled W omen's Gymnasium. the Women's Swimming Pool. the Greenhouse,
the Heating Plant, the Laundry and the Stadium. All of these reflect the attention given to the needs of each student.
So much did Dr. Latham want Teachers College to be unique
and outstanding that even furniture and equipment were in many
cases built along carefully drafted specifications rather than purc hased out of stock lines, in the belier that in so doing a more homelike atmosphere might be maintained for the students. The resultant
beauty and utility of such discrimination need not be described. Each
of us has had opportunity to observe the results for himself.
Less visible, but of even greater influence, have been the innovations affecting. the training to be received at Teachers College, all
of which may be traced directly ~r indirectly to an origin in Dr.
Latham's mind. Each new member of the instructional staff, of whom
there have been a consistently increasing number, has proven by his
ability and efficiency the wisdom of the choice which gave him his
present position. To keep them, as well as older faculty members,
on their toes and at a peak of productive efficiency, the students have
been given opportunity to hand the professor an "A" or an "F" on
a chart rating his teaching abilities. Two-hour final tests designed
to be more penetrating and discriminative have made each of us groan

about the necessary -study time they demanded , but we have learned;
and learned well , because of them. All of these things , coupled with
numerous others, have raised the value of the teacher who has had
his training here.
Few of us had the opportunity to become intimately acquainted
wit:Jh Dr. Latham. He was far too busy building things for our fu~
tures to have time to make more than a few personal contacts among
the student group. All of us,, however, are familiar with the friendly
dignity of his greeting, and the accuracy with which he remembered
individual names and characteristics. Those of us who have had
closer contacts with him other than an occasional greeting on the
campus have found him friendly, helpful , or occasionally stern as our
separate cases demanded. In any situation we always found him
gentlemanly, and firm in his determination to do the best thing for
the mutual benefit of Teachers College and its students.
What can be said today lays only a foundation for a tribute to
Dr. Latham. Because of the individuality with which he worked, and
because of his aim to aid each person as an individual through col~
lective methods , any tribute to him must be an individual thing. In
such a case it belongs to each of us as student, alumnus , friend, or
acquaintance to make silent tribute, unexpressed , ' both now, and in
future contact with the results of his labors.

~

"SUCH DEVOTION HAS NO ENDING"
By Dr. Ernest Horn, Representing the State University of Iowa
HERE is a stature that comes to the man who gives himself to
a great cause that can never be attained by him who seeks his
own self~interest. President Latham had that stature. The
cause to which he devoted his life was the education of boys and
girls, and the instrument through which he served that cause was
the preparation of teachers. His life's work culminated in the leader~
ship of this great college, and the preeminent position which the col~
lege now holds in the education of teachers is a monument to his
vision and devotion.
From his earliest years as a student he was inspired by the vision
of a better education for boys and girls. Unmindful of self, his only
concern was to achieve competence to serve in his chosen field . No
task was too arduous or too long to be gladly accepted for the achieve~
ment of this competence. Few students have shown such complete
disregard for personal advantage and such deep consecration to the
profession of teaching.
The faculty and students of the State University, his alma mater,
share with the faculty and stu.dents of this college the deep sense of
loss in the passing of President Latham. Yet the ideals for which he
stood and the devotion which he embodied remain with us. Such
ideals and such devotion can have no ending.

"HE GAVE OF H IMSELF
TO THE UTTERMOST "
By Dr. W. R. Boyd, Representing the Iowa State Board of Education

N OT since 1902, when the career of President Beardshear, of Iowa
State College, was ended by death, has any of the Institutions
now under the State Board of Education been called upon to
mourn the passing of a chief executive while in office.
'J

Like President Beardshear, President Latham was stricken at the
zenith of his power and his influence; President Beardshear at 51,
President Latham at 50. Each had achieved distinction and success.
The life of Orval Ray Latham was an orderly progression. It
was in nothing spectacular. It was rather an upward climb-step by
step; a ·mounting up from high to higher-until at 38 years of age he
attained a "crowning. slope," and became the "pillar of an institution's
hope," the center of one of the Commonwealth's desires.
President Latham's ambitions, from first to last, were in the field
of education. His preparation followed the lines laid down, in his
period, for the attainment of positions of honor and influence in education-especially in state-supported education. In his case, the public schools of his birthplace ; the university of his native state; after
graduation, superintendencies of schools in Iowa towns and citieseach one entailing a little more responsibility than that which had preceded it. Then came a call to a responsible administrative position in
one of the cities of a neighboring state.
From public school administration he passed to his heart's desire-the headship of a department of education in a university well
established and highly regarded. Meanwhile he had taken time off
for further preparation for his chosen work-receiving in 1919 the
degree of Master of Arts and in I 928 the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from his own alma mater.
On the retirement of the late Homer H. Seerley from the presidency of Iowa State Teachers College, such was the reputation Dr.
Latham had attained, that he was the only man considered for the
succession. He took over the administration of this College at the
beginning of an epoch in institutions of this type. He had two supreme ambitions professionally: First, to make this College the best
of its kind in the entire country; Second, to make it his life work.
Both objectives were attained-the latter, alas, two decades too soon.·

President Latham was content to hold the Institution over which he
presided to the particular field set apart for it in Iowa 's unified system of higher education. To the attainment of this end he gave of
himself to the uttermost. Fortunately, though but twelve years were
vouchsafed to him, he saw his dream come true.
If I were asked to characterize President Latham in three words,
they would be these: Devotion to duty. Perhaps he gave of himself
too freely, as did the other great president to whom I have referred.
" 'Twas thine own genius gave the fatal blow,
And helped to plant the wound that laid thee low.''

Over a long life I have come to regard character as above everything else. Without character all other endowments are as nothing.
President Latham had character. He "stood four square to all the
winds that blew. " He never shirked any responsibility. If a decision
was up to him, he made that decision and took the consequences. He
could not dissemble; and because he could not disse~ble he commanded the confidence and respect of all who had to do with him in any
capacity. With him everything was open and above board. It may
be said of him as it has been said of Lincoln: "With candor he often
deceived the deceitful. "
Those who were so fortunate as to be admitted into the holy
of holies of his friendship , not only trusted him but loved him. H e
was so forthright, so wholesome, so dependable! If he gave you his
confidence and his friendship , you knew there would be "neither
variableness nor shadow of turning. "
" And he was only fifty!" said someone sadly as he passed
away. Yes-but was his life not triumphant? He guided a great educational institution through a critical period . He fixed its character
and its status. He saw it grow physically and culturally. He put out
lines of influence which will stretch out forever. He established a
home which was all that sweet word means in its noblest sense. He
and the wife of his youth saw their only son complete his undergraduate and professional studies with distinction; their only daughter a
Junior in a great university. The future of the survivors of this wholesome family is provided for modestly. "We live in deeds, not years. "
Even in our grief and in our disappointment can we not say of this
life: It is finished ;-and have that sentence an encomium?
We are here this afternoon, members of the State Board of Edu..
cation and former members, members of the Finance Committee,
faculty, representatives of sister institutions, student body, distin-

g uished guests and friends from all walks of life, to attest our high
regard for President Latham. Garfield once said, on an occasion of
this kind: "We hold memorials not for the dead but for the living ;
because there is nothing in all the world that you and I can do for
the dead. They are past our help and past our praise. They do not
need us, but forever and forevermore we need them."
Forever and forevermore this Institution, and all who knew and
loved Orval Ray Latham will need him. Forever and forevermore his
acts , his example, his character will plead "as so many articulate
words" for righteous living, for devotion to duty, and for high integrity.
"He is gone who seemed so great,Gone: but nothing can bereave him
Of the force he made his own
Being here; and we believe him
Something far advanced in State
And that he wears a truer crown
Than any wreath that man can weave him.
Speak no more of his renown,
Lay all your earthly fancies down."
(And in a quiet God's acre leave him.)
"God accept him, Christ receive him."

PRAYERS AND BENEDICTION
The Reverend G. E. Knoff
ET us pray: Father of spirits, we have joy at this time in all
who have faithfully lived, and in all who have peacefully died.
We thank Thee for all fair memories and all living hopes; for
the sacred ties that bind us to the unseen world ; for the dear and holy
dead who compass us as a cloud of witnesses , and make the distant
heaven a home to our hearts. May we be followers of those who now
inherit the promises, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
0 Thou who hast ordered this wondrous world and who knowest
all things in earth and heaven; so fill our hearts with trust in Thee,
that by night and by day, at all times and in all seasons, we may with~
out fear commit those who are dear to us to Thy neverfailing love for
this life and the life to come.
0 Lord , we pray Thee, give us Thy strength , that we may live
more bravely and faithfully for the sake of those who are no longer
with us here upon earth. Thankful for the life which Thou hast given
us for these seasons, help us now to commit it unto Thee. Assist us
to return to the scenes of our daily life, to obey Thy will with pa~
tience, and to bear our trials with fortitude and hope. And when the
peace of death falls upon us , may we find our perfect rest in Thee:
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
0 Lord , support us all the day long. of this troublous life until
the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is
hushed , and the fever of life is over, and our work is done . Then of
Thy great mercy grant us a safe lodg.ing , and a holy rest, and peace at
the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with him and us. Amen.

